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wright, by small-scale farming and by bridge-building or contracting in
connection with the railway under construction. He was a man of great
energy, very straightforward, reliable, versatile and much liked by all
classes. The mother valued education, could play the piano, was thrifty
and hard-working.
At the age of five Rutherford was sent to the primary school at
Foxbill where, with great good fortune, he was under a fine man and
able teacher, Mr Henry Ladley, who taught Ernest as far as the fourth
standard and should "get the credit 'due to him for starting the great
man on his way". This remark is due to Mr R. Cameron of Seddon who
recorded that "some years later at a social function Rutherford pointed
out how his parents had sacrificed, how they had gone without many
comforts, so that he might be educated, so that he might have a chance*
adding 'I should never have been where I am today if it wasn't for my
mother and father*".
Rutherford's mother preserved a small science text-book with his
name in it, and a date which shows that he was then ten years old.
The book was written by Balfour Stewart, Professor of Physics at
Manchester, and the preface lays down the very'principles which
Rutherford followed in his career:
This book has been written, not so much to give information, as to
endeavour to discipline the mind by bringing it into immediate contact
with Nature herself, for which purpose a series of simple experiments
are described leading up to the chief truths of each science* so that the
powers of observation in the pupils may be awakened and strengthened.
We are fortunate in having many sources of information about the
early days of Rutherford, collected by friends and relations and by those
who were at school or college with him. We are specially indebted to
Prof. Coleridge Farr, F.R.S., of Canterbury College, N$w Zealand and
to Dr E. Marsden, now Secretary of the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Reseat^H, formerly a distinguished research student at Man-
chester with RutherforE* v
In 1882 the family mjSrfeed by boat to Havelock at the head of